AEls of Affembly paffed in Junc, 1784,

And to the End that this A& may be duly obferved, the Juftices of eve-
ry County Court within this Province refpedtively, fhall, at their refpective
County Courts to be held in March yearly, give in Charge to the refpetive
Grand Juries of each relpetive County, to enquire into any Breaches made
contrary to this Act,

This A& to continue for three Years, and unto the End of the next Sef~
fion of Affembly which fhall happen after the Expiration of the faid three
Years,

An A& direCting the Manner of punifhing Fornica-
~tion and Adultery before a fingle Juftice of the
Peace, dut of Court.

‘//‘

Y HEREAS it is found by Experience, that much Time is ta-
WA ken up in carrying on Profecutions again{t Tcrfons committing
Mgl Fornication and Adultery, to the great Delay of the other Cii-
ynipal, as well as the Civil, Bufinefs, which is much increafcd of late.

/\Be it therefore Fuaded by the Right Honourable the Lord Progrieter,
&by and with the Advice and Confent of bis Lovdfbip's Drefident, and the

Upper and Lower Houjes of Affewsbly, and she Aufhority of the fase, That

from and after the furft Day of Offgber next, it fhail and may be lawful for
«ny Juftice of the Peace, in the County where any white Baftard Child fhall
be born, and fuch Juftice is hereby required, upon Information had thereof,
to iffue his Warrant, dircéted to fome Conftable of the fuid County, againft
the Mother of {uch Baftard Child, and alfo againft the Father of fuch Child,
upon Oath made by the Mother of the faid Child, to caufe the Mothcr and
reputed Father of the faid Baftard, or cither of them, to be brought before
him, or fome other Juftice of the Peace for the faid Countyy to aniwer the
fame ; and upon Confeflion thereof made by the Mother and reputcd Father
of fuch Baftard Child, or cither of them, to proceed to fine fuch Mother and
reputed Father, or either of them, if for Adultery, the Sum of Five Pounds,
Current Money, or Eight Hundred Pounds of Tobacco ; and if for Fornication
only, the Sum of Thirty Shillings Current Money, or Two hundred and for-
ty Pounds of Tobacco; as the Cafe may happen: But #f fuch Mother and
reputed Father, or cither of them, fhall deay the Charge, that then and in
fuch Cafe the Juftice fhall not proceed to Judgment thereon, but fhall bind
over by Recogrizance fuch Mother and reputed Father, or cither of them,
to the County Court to be hcld next tor the fuid County, to anfwer the
Charge aforefaid, to be there tricd according to the duce Courfe and O: ier of

Law; any Thing in this A& to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding.
And be it further Enafted, That in cafe any Mother of a Baftard Child
fhall refufe to difcover the Father as atorefaid, then fhe fhall, over and ibove
the Fine aforefaid for her own Offcnce, be fined by the Juflice aforefuid, or
County Court, as the Cafe may bappen, in a fummary Way, the further
Sum of Thirty Shillings Currene Money, or Two bundred and Forty Pounds
of Tobacco, and be ordered and adjudged by the Juftice aforcfaid, or by the
County Coutt, as the Cafe may happen, to give good Sccurity to keep fach
Baftard Child from becoming a Charge to the County ;'and for Want of fuch
Security, fhe fhall by the fiid Juitice, or by the County Court, as the Cafe
may happen, be committed to tiic public €oal of the faid County, until fhe
fhall
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